Sympathetic skin response in amyotrophic lateral sclerosis.
The aim of our study was to verify the usefulness of the sympathetic skin response (SSR) as an instrument for assessing autonomic involvement in amyotrophic lateral sclerosis (ALS). - We studied palmar and plantar SSR in 31 patients with ALS (mean age: 58.4+/-9.3 years); 48 age-matched healthy subjects constituted the control group. Palmar SSR was elicitable in all patients, and its latency and amplitude did not significantly differ from that of the controls. Plantar response was evoked in all but 7 patients. The lack of response was significantly related to the functional disability and duration of the disease. We conclude that SSR, even the plantar response, cannot be considered a useful tool for detecting early autonomic involvement in ALS.